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ABSTRACT 

"Basil H. Johnston's book "Ojibway Heritage" offers a comprehensive account of the 

history, culture and traditions of the Ojibway people. The Ojibway heritage book 

serves as a significant resource in understanding the rich history and cultural 

traditions of the Ojibway people. This book offers an in-depth exploration of the 

Ojibway heritage, delving into their customs, beliefs, and struggles. The author 

highlights how storytelling has been used as a tool to transmit knowledge, values, 

and traditions from generation to generation. Through storytelling, the Ojibway 

community continues to maintain their deep connection to the land, animals, and 

spiritual beliefs. It becomes an evident that understanding the Ojibway heritage is 

essential in comprehending the broader context of Native American history. 

Johnston emphasizes the resilience and adaptability of the Ojibway people, who 

have survived centuries of colonization and cultural suppression. 
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Introduction 

Basil H. Johnston was a renowned Ojibway author, educator, and historian who was born in Chippewas 

of Nawash Reserve, Ontario, Canada, in 1929. Johnston's life and work were heavily influenced by his Ojibway 

heritage, which he preserved and celebrated through his numerous literary works. After completing his 

elementary education on the reserve, Johnston attended high school in Owen Sound, where he developed a 

passion for writing and storytelling. 

"Basil H. Johnston's book "Ojibway Heritage" offers a comprehensive account of the history, culture and 

traditions of the Ojibway people. The book is divided into fourteen chapters that cover different topics ranging 

from the origins of the Ojibway people to their recent history. Johnston's writing blends traditional Ojibway 

storytelling and contemporary analysis to present a vivid and engaging picture of the Ojibway way of life. The 

book's central themes focus on the importance of storytelling, the role of spirituality in the Ojibway culture and 

the significance of language and education. 

Importance of Ojibway Heritage 

The importance of Ojibway heritage is multi-fold. It is not merely a topic of academic or historical interest, 

but an integral part of the cultural identity of the Ojibway people. The knowledge, traditions, and practices of 

Ojibway heritage are passed down from generation to generation, preserving the unique cultural heritage of the 
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Ojibway people. It is an invaluable resource for scholars and students, providing insights into the history, values, 

and customs of this distinct group of people. Additionally, Ojibway heritage represents an important aspect of 

North American history and culture, pointing towards the richness and diversity of Indigenous ethnicities and 

ways of life. By learning about and appreciating Ojibway heritage, it’s not only honoured their cultural legacy 

but also enrich our own understanding of the world. Therefore, the importance of Ojibway heritage cannot be 

overstated, and it demands our continued attention and respect. 

Historical significance 

In order to understand the context of the Ojibway heritage book, it is imperative to explore the author's 

background and their connection to the Ojibway community. The author, Mary Wagamese, was a renowned 

Canadian Ojibway writer and journalist. Born in 1955 in the small Ojibway community of Wabaseemoong in 

northwestern Ontario, Wagamese drew from personal experiences and cultural knowledge to write her 

literature. Growing up in a community deeply rooted in Ojibway traditions, Wagamese gained a profound 

understanding of the customs, history, and spirituality of the Ojibway people, allowing her to authentically 

depict their culture and way of life in her writings. 

Johnston emphasizes the importance of understanding the historical context in which Ojibway culture 

developed, particularly the relationships between different groups of people. One of the most significant events 

was the arrival of Europeans and the consequent colonialism. Johnston notes that the Ojibway people suffered 

significantly under colonialism, with the loss of territory, language, and culture. However, he also highlights the 

resilience of the Ojibway people and their ability to adapt to changing circumstances. Ultimately, he believes 

that the preservation of Ojibway culture is vital for both future generations of Ojibway people and the wider 

world. Historical significance is just one aspect of a wider discussion about the value and practice of cultural 

heritage. 

Cultural heritage 

Ojibway culture promotes living in harmony with nature and cherishing the land as a sacred entity, which 

is evident from their creation stories, songs, and rituals. The concept of Kitche Manitou holds profound 

significance. Kitche Manitou is often referred to as the Great Spirit or the Creator, and it serves as the central 

figure in Ojibway mythology and spirituality. This notion encapsulates the belief in a powerful and benevolent 

deity who has created and oversees the universe. Kitche Manitou is perceived as omnipotent, omnipresent, and 

omniscient, symbolizing the ultimate source of wisdom, love, and spirituality within the Ojibway worldview. For 

the Ojibway people, Kitche Manitou is not only a supernatural being but also a guiding force that provides 

nourishment and sustenance to all aspects of life, from the natural world to human existence. The reverence for 

Kitche Manitou is deeply rooted in Ojibway cultural practices, rituals, and ceremonies, which seek to establish a 

spiritual connection with this divine entity and seek its guidance and blessings in all endeavours. 

Cultural preservation 

The most highlighted significant theme in Johnston’s "Ojibway Heritage" is the importance of cultural 

preservation. As the Ojibway culture has been threatened by colonization and assimilation, Johnston persistently 

advocates for the preservation of their heritage, including language, traditions, and practices. He argues that by 

preserving their cultural identity, the Ojibway can maintain their uniqueness and continue to offer valuable 

contributions to the wider society. Johnston provides examples of individuals who have successfully kept their 

traditions alive, such as the Ojibway medicine man, with the hope that the younger generation will continue to 

learn and appreciate their culture.  

Furthermore, Johnston suggests that cultural preservation can also address issues of social injustice, as 

reclaiming traditions can empower individuals and communities. Johnston’s insights serve as a reminder that 

cultural preservation is a crucial aspect of historical and social progress, and that heritage should be celebrated 

and protected. Furthermore, Johnston claims that Ojibway people have always expressed a strong respect for 

the natural world and its resources. Johnston explains that various forms of spirituality are interwoven within 

Ojibway culture, and the environment plays a crucial role in these spiritual beliefs. Johnston argues that the 
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Ojibway's relationship with natural resources has always been one of reciprocity, where the people would offer 

thanks and respect to the land and its inhabitants in exchange for utilizing them for survival. This concept is seen 

in the ritual of offering tobacco, which symbolizes gratitude and respect towards nature. Through their beliefs 

and practices, the Ojibway people acknowledge their connection to the natural world and understand the 

importance of maintaining a sustainable and respectful relationship with the environment. 

Challenges to Ojibway Cultural Resilience 

One of the significant challenges to Ojibway cultural resilience is the impact of colonization and historical 

trauma. The arrival of European settlers drastically transformed the landscape and disrupted traditional Ojibway 

ways of life. The imposition of foreign systems of governance, land ownership, and economic structures 

undermined the traditional Ojibway social fabric and led to the erosion of cultural practices and values. 

Additionally, the colonization brought along diseases that decimated the Ojibway population, further weakening 

their cultural resilience. The images of forced assimilation, such as the residential school system, are a painful 

reminder of the systematic attempts to erase Ojibway cultural identity. Historical trauma resulting from 

centuries of colonial violence continues to have intergenerational impacts on Ojibway communities, affecting 

their ability to transmit cultural knowledge and practices to younger generations. These challenges to Ojibway 

cultural resilience highlight the ongoing struggle to reclaim and revitalize traditional practices and values, and 

underline the importance of fostering cultural pride and communal healing. 

Efforts to Preserve and Revitalize Ojibway Heritage 

Ojibway heritage plays an essential role in contemporary society as it serves as a connection to the past 

and a way to preserve culture and traditions at present and in the future. It offers a sense of history and identity 

for the Ojibway people, enhancing their self-esteem and providing a foundation for the community. Through the 

recognition of the Ojibway language and customs, tribal members can better understand their heritage, allowing 

them to adapt and respond to contemporary issues. 

A. Revitalization of cultural practices 

In Basil H. Johnston's “Critical Analysis of Ojibway Heritage” has highlighted the significance of revitalizing 

cultural practices in the survival and preservation of indigenous cultural heritage. He portrays how the Ojibway 

community has preserved its heritage, language, and culture despite colonization and the forced adoption of 

Western practices. The author argues that Ojibway cultural practices are the bedrock for intergenerational 

knowledge transfer and help the community address modern-day challenges such as identity crisis and trauma 

due to historical trauma. He suggests that revitalizing these practices through community engagement, 

participation in cultural events, and transmission of knowledge from elders will ensure that the Ojibway 

community is a thriving and vibrant cultural community. 

B. Education and awareness 

The preservation of Ojibway heritage through literary works, the education and awareness of these 

traditions among non-Native populations is crucial. Johnston's work provides insight into the cultural practices 

and traditions of the Ojibway people, but it is ultimately up to individuals and institutions to take the initiative 

to learn and understand them. This type of education and awareness is important for breaking down stereotypes 

and misunderstandings that may exist, encouraging cultural exchange, and celebrating the diversity of 

Indigenous peoples. Such efforts can be done on multiple levels, from school curriculums to community events 

and media representation. Ultimately, by increasing education and awareness about the cultural heritage of 

Indigenous peoples like the Ojibway, it will lead towards a more respectful, equitable, and inclusive society. 

C. Empowering Indigenous voices and perspectives 

In addition to preserving traditional Ojibway stories and teachings, Johnston also emphasizes the 

importance of empowering Indigenous voices and perspectives. He highlights the need for Indigenous people to 

have control over their own narratives, rather than having their experiences filtered through non-Indigenous 

perspectives. Through his writing and activism, Johnston aims to reframe the way Indigenous people are 
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portrayed and perceived in mainstream society, challenging harmful stereotypes and biases while promoting 

understanding and respect. Overall, Johnston's work serves as a powerful example of how Indigenous peoples 

can reclaim and transform their own narratives, not simply as a means of preserving their cultural heritage, but 

also as a way to assert their place in contemporary society and shape the future of their communities. 

In "Critical Analysis of Ojibway Heritage," Basil H. Johnston seeks to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the Ojibway people and their traditions. Johnston emphasizes the significance of oral tradition 

in Ojibway culture, as it was passed down from generation to generation. He explains how their customs were 

influenced by their environment and how their spiritual beliefs influenced their way of life. The importance of 

clan identity, tribal laws, and ceremonies is also discussed. Additionally, Johnston addresses the impact of 

colonialism on Ojibway culture, including the forced assimilation of Native American children into European-

American culture. Overall, "Critical Analysis of Ojibway Heritage" serves as an insightful study of the Ojibway 

people and works to preserve their rich cultural heritage. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, cultural resilience plays a fundamental role in Ojibway heritage, allowing the community 

to adapt and thrive in the face of historical adversities. Through the preservation of their traditional values, 

language, and ceremonies, the Ojibway people have demonstrated remarkable strength and commitment to 

their cultural identity. The revitalization of their traditional practices, such as hunting, fishing, and gathering, not 

only sustains their physical well-being but also reinforces their spiritual connection with the land. Furthermore, 

the Ojibway community's efforts to pass down their teachings and stories to future generations highlight their 

determination to preserve and celebrate their heritage. By recognizing the importance of cultural resilience, 

society can appreciate and support the continued resilience and vibrancy of the Ojibway heritage. 
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