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ABSTRACT
This paper aims to compare the ideas of German Philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche

Ill

and Indian freelance writer Amish Tripathi. Amish’s debut novel “The Immortals of
Meluha” displayed Shiva as a Tibetan immigrant who initially by choice becomes the
apple pie for the people of Meluha but eventually in the book he is celebrated as the

Mahadev by his deeds and action. After becoming the Neelkanth, he fought for

various issues like abolition of Vikrama system, untouchability of Vikrama woman,
| qguestioning Maika system and need for the Somras, the drink of Gods. He acts as the
PRAGADEESWARANR ceaseless crusader of evil. He fights battles for a selfless purpose to eradicate evil.

Nietzsche, on the other hand, in hisbook” Th us Sp ok e spéasratmuttheu st r a”
need for Ubermensch. Zarathustra discourses on ‘war and warriors’, on ‘friendship’,

on ‘goals’, on ‘master and slave morality’, on ‘self overcoming’ and on’the higher

man’. He speaks about the various noble qualities of a man and with those noble

qualities he could become a superman or a over (Uber) man. He says that the

ultimate goal of a man is to find the superior version of his own. He evaluates the

superior version not by the wealth or fame but by his noble, humane and selfless

service to the society and world. The paper aims to trace the ideas of Ubermensch in

the character of Shiva and need for the superman in the perspective of Zarathustra.
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FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE- THE EXIXTENTIALIST CUM NIHILIST

Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche was a famous German philosopher, poet, cultural critic and classical
Philologist. Nietzsche is known for his use of poetry and prose in his philosophical writings. His iconic phrase
“Gott ist tot” that means “God is dead” created many chaos during the Darwinian era and made him one of
the prominent philosophers of his age. He made several aspects of philosophy which seemingly looking
coherent meaning or being paradoxical. With blazing intensity and poetic brilliance, Nietzsche argues that the
meaning of ‘existence’ is not to be found in religious pieties or meek submission, but in life force, ‘being’ is
passionate, chaotic and free. Nietzsche’s productive years were less due to his psychological trauma but he

made marvelous works. His book “Thus Spo k e Zarat hustra”, “Beyond Good an
Tragedy” created spark from his readers. In 1873, he began a series of thirteen essays collection called
“Untimely Meditation”. His other major works include “Hu ma n , Al | too HumanThe" TGhag LC

Sci eand'eE’c ¢ e Hikautobidgraphical work.
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UBERMENSCH- THE SUPER MAN

Friedrich Nietzsche prophesized that the “Ubermensch” or the ‘over man’ should be the ultimate goal
of all humans. The over man is not the one who is over but he is the one who becomes better than the others
by his deeds not by their wealth or other sophisticated greatness. In the book Thus Spoke Zarathustra
Nietzsche writes, “Once you were apes, and even now, too, man is more ape than any ape.” He also added,
“Whoever is the wisest among you is also a mere conflict and cross between plant and ghost... The over man is
the meaning of the earth.”(13) According to Nietzsche , the Ubermensch has been construed as a heroic ideal
who must be bred by all-too-human humankind (as the great man),the superior individual whose self-
perfection- half genius, half saint- place him at a far remote from the mediocrity and stagnation of the crowd,
“the herd”.

The Ubermensch is understood as the non conforming immoralist and the value legislator whose
values express his own authentic self-possession. The Ubermensch should be the evolutionary goal of
humanity. Nietzsche explains the path to become the Ubermensch one has to undergo three metamorphoses
of the spirit. The first stage is the assimilation of the past and the assimilation of knowledge given by the
society and tradition. This stage is predominantly about memory and dependence upon the prevailing opinion
about the world one lives in. He emphasizes that man is a rope between the ape and the overman. The
Ubermensch or the overman should be the ultimate and the best possible evolvement for the human race.
Magnus Bernard states:

Nietzsche’s own cautions the Ubermensch has generally been construed as a heroic ideal, as a higher

type who must be bred by all-too-humankind, as the great man, the superior individual whose self-

perfection-half genius, half saint — place him at a far remote from the mediocrity and stagnation of
the crowd, ‘the herd’; he has also been understood as the non conforming immoralist, and as the
value legislator whose values express his own authentic self-possession. (The Review of Metaphysics

, 639)

Nietzsche contradicts the Ubermensch with another outcome what he calls the “lastman”. The
lastman according to Nietzsche in colloquial terms is the ultimate couch potato who remains passive with his
life, feeling content without any striving for their change. Even though he feels unfulfilled with the way of his
life and is not satisfied with it he does not strive to change it in his favour. Nietzsche warns the humanity
against the evolution of such a kind of last man and even says that kind of evolution would be the end of
humanity. Nietzsche says that the Ubermensch should be the evolutionary goal of humanity. Nietzsche further
include that one can anticipate what his primary objective in his attack on Christianity is going to be. He said
that Christianity basically rejects this world with all its sufferings with death and replaces it with fantasy. In this
way Nietzsche calls morality as a “Herd Instinct”.

Wherever we encounter a morality, we find an evaluation and ranking of human drives and actions,

these evaluations and rankings are always the expressions of the needs of the community and herd:

that which benefits it the most and second most, and third most is also the highest standard of values

for all individuals. (The Gay Science, 120)

The concept of “overman”, on the other hand is the full realization of a healthy will to power. The
“Overman” is the one who gains complete power over his/her oneself, so that he is entirely a creation of his
own will. His character, his values, his spirit are all exactly as he was built them to be rather then be influenced
by some external factors. In that sense, the “Overman” is totally free and absolutely powerful.

Thus Spoke Zarathustra- Zarathustra’s Teachings

Zarathustra suggests that human are great because they act as a bridge between animal and
overman. People are largely governed by the animal instincts they accumulated from the society. The instincts
lead them to prejudice, superficiality and flexible reliance upon faith. The chapter “Of War and Warriors” deals
with the intellectual and inner struggle of the individual. The line “You should love peace as means to new
wars- and the short peace more than the longs” (Thus Spoke Zarathustra, 47) is misunderstood as a literal war
of violence and bloodshed but it is not.

From the lines “If one wants to have a friend one must also want to wage war for him: and to wage
war, one must be capable o being an enemy” ( Thus Spoke Zarathustra, 56) Zarathustra says that both one’s
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friends and one’s enemies are one’s equals and they serve to drive one forward. Both friend and enemy
present challenges that one must overcome and in overcoming them, one progresses toward the overman.

The ultimate expression of the overman is the will to power, after gaining such total freedom and
power as to create new values for himself. Zarathustra preaches, “To practice loyalty and for the sake of
loyalty to risk honour and blood even in evil and dangerous causes: another people mastered itself with such
teaching, and thus mastering itself it became pregnant and heavy with great hopes.” (Thus Spoke Zarathustra,
85)

In the chapter the genealogy of Morals, Nietzsche draws a sharp distinction between the master
morality of the ancient aristocracy and the slave morality that developed among the lower classes. Nietzsche
predicts:

The supreme value of an aristocratic society is its demand that humanity overcomes itself by

cultivating its power and authority over “weaker” from of life. “Whereas moral and altruistic

perspectives- such as Christianity, Socialism and certain forms of modern political democracy — seek

to reduce this difference in rank, aristocratic culture exacerbates it (Thus Spoke Zarathustra, 92-93)
AMISH AND “THE IMMORTALS OF MELUHA”

Amish Tripathi is a contemporary Indian English writer who narrates an ancient mythological story
with logical explanations to make the modern readers believe the story. He became one of the famous writers
of Indian English when the Shiva trilogy was released especially his “The Secret of Nagas” is read and loved by
many. “The Immortals of Meluha” and “The Oath of Vayuputra” are the first and third books of Shiva Trilogy
respectively. Currently he is busy in writing books of Ramchandra series in which “ Sci on ofandl ks hwa k |
“Sita- The Warrior of Mithila” were released. His non-fictional work “I mmo r t a lhas dise gbt gadd
reception from the modern readers.

He grasps the modern minds with ancient tradition without blind faith and superstition. The story
“The Immortals of Meluha” is built around one of the popular Hindu Gods Shiva. Lord Shiva is one of the Trinity
gods among Creator, Nurturer and Destroyer. Shiva is the God of annihilation, whose role is destroying evil at
the appropriate time. According to the belief of the Hinduism, The Trinity Gods together controls the smooth
functioning of the universe. Shiva is also called Mahadev, the God of Gods, charismatic leader, passionate
lover, fierce warrior, destroyer of Evil, consummate dancer, all powerful yet corruptible with quick and
fearsome temper and equally quick wit.

In the first book of the Shiva Trilogy, The Immortals of Meluha, Amish expresses the story of God
Shiva as a living man who existed some millennium years ago during 1900 BC and it also deals with how his
story later became a legend and people gave him the status of God. He has also captured the ancient Harappa
and Indus valley civilization as the background for this story. The various kingdoms along with infrastructure
are captured vividly. In fact some part of history of India is explained with all details as the background for this
story. The first part of Shiva Trilogy “The Immortals of Meluha” is the best in the lot with a grand opening and
readers instantly relate to the story of Shiva and his turmoil. The story chronicles the beginning of the journey
of Shiva and revolves around Meluha, at the times of prosperous Indus valley civilization which was a grand
city built with proper town planning and infrastructure. The best part in this book is the logical explanation of
how it was possible for a man to remain immortal and scientific explanations like how to read thoughts and
how to transmit and receive others thoughts at a particular site like temple. Amish had gone depth and
explained every event with logical reasoning. Amish, in the voice of Shiva, discusses the godliness in a
conversation with the pandit of the temple of Lord Brahma

Shiva grinned apologetically. ‘l don’t believe in symbolic gods. | believe that God exists all around us in

the flow of the river, in the rustle of the trees, in the whisper of the winds. He speaks to us all the

time. All we need to do is to listen. However, | apologise if | have caused some offence in not showing
proper respect for your god’. ‘You don’t need to apoligise my friend,” smiled the Pandit ‘There is no

“your god” or “my god”. All godliness comes from the same source. Just the manifestations are

different. (The Immortals of Meluha, 46)

Tripathi nurtures the idea “Vishnu and Mahadev are not individual names. They are in fact titles, given
to persons who are the greatest of leaders, who become God-like. He, at times, resembles the idea of
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Ubermensch, that is, the god is not someone who created us but the God is the one who becomes. “If the
entire society was conscious of its duties, nobody would need to fight for their individual rights. Since
everybody’s rights would be automatically taken care of through someone else’s duties.” (The Immortals of
Meluha, 35) Shiva is a barbarian by birth. He is not only worshipped for assuming to be the Neelkanth, the one
who has radiant blue throat, but by his deeds, valour, compassion and selflessness made the people of India
call him God. Amish has absolutely romanticized Shiva. In The Immortals of Meluha, Shiva is a brave tribal
warrior who has no clue about his role as the ‘Destroyer of the evil’, who falls in love with a woman like any
other man and tries to woo her. He becomes the hero that people worship, isn’t born with enlightenment.
Amish carefully made additions to the already known fact about various Gods for example why Ganesha has an
elephant head. There are folklores that say different stories about it but Amish chose his own way of
explaining it which makes him stand out.
When the army of Suryavanshis was outnumbered ten to one by the army of Chandravanshis, Shiva
delivers his speech:
A man becomes a Mahadev only when he fights for good. A Mahadev is not born  from his mother’s
womb. He is forged in the heat of battle, when he wages a war to destroy evil.... | am a Mahadev!... |
am not the only one! For | see a hundred thousand Mahadevs in front of me! | see a hundred
thousand men willing to fight on the side of good! | see a hundred thousand men willing to battle evil!
| see a hundred thousand men capable of destroying evil! (The Immortals of Meluha, 344)
When Shiva came to know about the hardships faced by the Vikrama people, he determines himself to fight
the ill treatments for them. As a result, he became the ceaseless crusader for the Vikrama people and married
the Vikrama princess Sati.
....... Shiva asked, “Who are Vikarma women?” “Vikarma people, my lord”, said Nandi sighing deeply
“are people who have been punished in this birth for the sins of their previous birth. Hence they have
to live this life out with dignity and tolerate their present suffering with grace. This is the only way
they can wipe their karma clean of the sins of their previous births. Vikarma men have their own
order of penance and women have their own order.”
Who decides that the vikarma people had committed sins in their previous birth? Their own karma,
my Lord’, said Nandi, his eyes suggesting the obvious. _For example if a woman gives birth to a still
born child, why would she be punished thus unless she had committed some terrible sin in her
previous birth? Or if a man suddenly contracts an incurable disease and gets paralysed, why would it
happen to him unless the universe was penalising him for the sins of his previous life? (The Immortals
of Meluha, 93-94)
Dipanjoy Mukherjee stated:
Amish’s Shiva is like a Shavian representative whose awe-inspiring appearance, thundering voice,
appealing concepts, surprising skills, iconoclastic attitude and irrefutable arguments not only
overwhelm Meluhans but also make the readers wonder-struck and speechless. Amish Tripathi‘s
fictional narrative has combined his aptitude for religion, philosophy, history and mythology; it
recreates myth with a modern style and humanizes his characters to contrive the story of the man
whom legend turned into a god.
According to M.H. Abrams, — “Myth is one story in mythology- a system of hereditary stories which were once
believed to be true by a particular cultural group, and which served to explain (in terms of the intentions and
actions of deities and other supernatural beings) why the world is as it is and things happen as they do, to
provide a rationale for social customs and observances and to establish the sanctions for the rules by which
people conduct their lives”
NEED FOR UBERMENSCH AND MAHADEV
Both Nietzsche and Amish have the similar perspective that a man can be in the greatest celebration
of the human society if they try to live their life as Mahadev or Ubermensch as stated by Amish and Friedrich
respectively. Thus writers expected the society to be with high moral virtue which is free from the chaos
created by the wealth and richness of sophisticated life style. If every man understands their responsibility and
lives accordingly then there would not be any need for any external rules or forces to control him. Shiva‘s
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crusade is against the manifestations of evil. Though the book seems to be an adventurous story it has

philosophic speculations on evil:
.... Many wars have been fought against men’, said the Pandit. And many more will be fought in the
future. That is the way of the world. But it is only a Mahadev who can convert one of these wars into
a battle between good and evil. It is only the Mahadev who can recognise evil and then lead men
against it. Before evil raises its ugly head and extinguishes all life. (The Immortals of Meluha, 394)

Former President of India Dr.S.Radhakrishnan once stated, “It is our duty to better the environment in which

we destined to spend our brief and perilous years, under the shadow of fear and misfortune, wickedness and

stupidity”
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